!

E!El
S0

%a

S ‘Do #S, D 55,35

¢

oEo S8, 5r8) 21 (8o &%d): cEoSSKESD Dotsd |

S0 Sosod® & Jo WS I &) BT eGP SIS A
oSy © Ko TS BOJE. eodasrwe’D srBad
S &S HOTES SoEo wekBod® AiarosSus) & SG IS
390 Sendroo 300 S0& Hod INHE) THIE D S
T, & JosGpre B50S° HAHHS® InH &) ad e LK
&8 BHENS SSop ISt TYRE S 39
K. rEER%08 wdod wfvsn Gd@Arres) Hobed®

S0HES) aELR, 3d w0, HhHo Hd, HNeFso, K0ES0,

FOFNE Sorrod® SospE TAROED wohS I, dfost
R0OaHS st e BuHES)  PAHS0ED, &dd
34le8neoe sodd .S 3O, 203038 T00OaHS
OSNOH DOBERD oo & SEED0 GO, FKS
S0 TS InGH &) wAHRD SifHodo VAHTIE & SIS
ST SSBPHSHS0ED G 5HOE BOD. Ik &%) Y
oo G088 S5, FHardrrer SEIHS® PR $5 @l
@ﬂo&weé& S0HEHTIE oHS SO,



www.prabhathaudayam.com
22 Mar 2026 - Page 3

o

)85 wog

) BoePe
5533“0:‘3;‘3
R &,
DV, D
008 &,
> BB
S 385
o B&,
B,
S30r%.
o) ﬁcg
oo

= )
A\

ol _MAIZE =
£ g [

<)

53 d© 23D AEED,
25, Pao & p 56, D

08B, HRQ 21 (HIRS SBAR0)

oeEoSNKE 6°0 Dol $K)8 Solos® & Jo 238 ey =f)
Fad T SHEIrY Wrodtedd © Jog Tgdden STnifer TH
. erdairar & 9 r8dah ) &) $88%65 Bolo eaiﬁqgt%oés
23800 & SEE0S® T¥o Sendaree 0D 100 HHod InoHE"s)
@Qﬁéw Festhd sva’na‘aé:. e éoddaon" 3dos® e;f&)‘éﬁe‘éaﬁe 3»5&@“:6&
addhen DBAEAS ard)d AQdTroD & Jo SGorr I8 oSN
DEES) TERE 56 IS BOFD. 8 Tos® wod avsiny
aHErreny) Soted® IHE") eibd), 3h ebo, HHHe HE, HY)
60, 0GP0, BENE Sorred® Sebeg K0S HE .
Q%06 12 WOADHS TP e H...




XPRESS NEWS SERVICE
Hyderabad

HE ICAR-Indian In-
stitute of Maize Re-
search (ICAR-IIMR)
will organise a Maize
Germplasm Field
ay at the Winter Nursery Cen-
e here on Monday.
According to Professor Ja-
ashankar Telangana Agricul-
al University (PJTSAU) of-
icials, around 100 maize
cientists from across the coun-
y are expected to participate
d select diverse germplasm
or further use in maize im-
rovement programmes.

Held biennially by ICAR-

unting for the perfect maize hybrid

FUTURE-PROOFING FEED & FOOD

With maize emerging as one of India's most versatile crops, there
is a growing need to enhance production and productivity to meet
the projected demand of nearly 70 million tonnes by 2030.
Officials said diverse germplasm plays a key role in genetic
improvement and the development of future-ready hybrids.

IIMR, the event aims to
strengthen the national germ-
plasm base. With maize emerg-
ing as one of India’s most ver-
satile crops, there is a growing
need to enhance production
and productivity to meet the
projected demand of nearly 70
million tonnes by 2030, particu-
larly for industrial uses.
Officials said diverse germ-

plasm plays a key role in genet-
ic improvement and the devel-
opment of future-ready
hybrids. The event will serve as
a platform for scientific ex-
change, showcasing maize di-
versity and promoting collabo-
ration to accelerate the
development of next-genera-
tion hybrids for food, feed and
fuel security;
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Maize Research Gets Boost at Germplasm Field Day in Hyderabad

(Capital Information)
Hyderabad : Highlighting the
growing importance of maize
in India's agricultural and in-
dustrial landscape, the ICAR-
Indian Institute of Maize
Research (ICAR-IIMR) or-
ganized the Maize
Germplasm Field Day at its
Winter Nursery Centre in Hy-
derabad on Monday.

Maize, the third most
widely cultivated cereal in the
country, is increasingly
emerging as a key crop for
multiple sectors, including
feed, fodder, biofuel, starch,
and food industries. Cur-
rently grown on over 12 mil-
lion hectares, maize
production has witnessed a
steady annual growth of
around 6 per cent over the
past five years, reaching
43.41 million tonnes in 2024—
25. With demand projected to
touch 70 million tonnes by
2030, experts stressed the
need to enhance both pro-
ductivity and production.

The event brought to-
gether around 40-50 scien-
tists and researchers from

=5 S e L S
the All India Coordinated Re-
search Project (AICRP) on
Maize to evaluate diverse
germplasm and exchange in-
sights on crop improvement.
The Field Day, held biennially,
serves as a platform to pro-
mote genetic diversity and in-
novation in maize research.

Presiding over the pro-
gramme, Dr. H S Jat, Direc-
tor of ICAR-IIMR, Ludhiana,
underlined maize's critical
role in ensuring farmers'
prosperity due to its multi-
sectoral applications.

Dr. Ashish Saxena of the
International Maize and

e -
Wheat Improvement Center
(CIMMYT) emphasized the
urgent need to develop nitro-
gen-efficient maize varieties
amid the global nitrogen cri-
sis. He called for the adop-
tion of advanced breeding
technologies such as
genome editing and genomic
selection to accelerate ge-
netic gains and develop cli-

mate-resilient hybrids.
Echoing similar views, Dr.
Mahesh Gathala stressed
the importance of improved
crop management practices
and conservation agriculture
to enhance productivity, soil

.

also highlighted the need for
stronger collaboration be-
tween public institutions, pri-
vate players, and
international organizations.
Chief Guest Dr. Gopal
Lal, Director of ICAR-Na-
tional Academy of Agricul-
tural Research Management,
appreciated the initiative, not-
ing that such field days not
only support crop improve-
ment but also foster mean-
ingful scientific dialogue.
Technical sessions fea-
tured presentations by Dr.
Bhupender and Dr. Jyothi

health, and sustainability. e Kumari, who shared insights

on hybrid development and
trait-specific germplasm re-
sources.

The event was coordi-
nated by Dr. N. Sunil, In-
Charge of the Winter Nursery
Centre, along with his team.
Among others, Dr. P. H. Zaidi
and Dr. Chandra Mohan also
participated.

The programme under-
scored the need for sus-
tained research and
innovation to meet India’s ris-
ing maize demand while en-
suring sustainability and
farmer welfare.
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